AUSTRALIAN LACROSSE COUNCIL

ANNUAL __REPORT.

COVERING YEAR 1934.

My, President & Gentlemen,

I have much pleasure in submitting fer your spproval the
fourth Amusl Report of the Aw tralian Lacresse Council covering
the year 1934.

Four meetingsof the Council were held during the year, all
of which were attended by the President Mr. R. O, Moore and
repres;ntatives from all the State Associations.

LAWS OF L ACROSSE. Ag you are aware prior to the formation of

the Council, many alterations and suggestions to the laws of the

game were made at various Stste Conference, which were held from

time to time, bwt in many instences these suggestions lapsed on
account of not being ratified by a majority of the State Associations.
During the period under review the Council devoted & considersble
amount of its time to the co-ordinating and revising these suggestions
with the result that the laws of the game have now been brought up

to éate anl printed together with the Constitution of the Council and
are now available for distribution.

BERLIN OLYMPIAD. An invitation to send sn Australisn Lacrosse Team
to compete in the Internationel Lacrosse gemes which are to be hald

at Berlin next yeer in conjunction with the Berlin Olympiad, had
unfortunately to be declined on account of the huge financisal
responsibility an under taking of this mature would involve.

INTERNAT JONAL FEDERATION OF AMATEUR LACROSSE. During the year the

Council decided to link up with the Internationsl Federation of
Amateur Lacrosse, the other members of which sre the English Lacrosse
Unien the Censdisn Association and the United States Inter-Collegiate

Lacrosse Association.
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The next meeting of the Federation will be held in Berlin during
the currancy of the lacrosse tournsment.

AUSTRALTAN CARNIVAL. In the ordinary course of events the next

Austrelien A1l States Lacrocse Carnival would have been held in
Sydney this year; the New South Wales Lacrosse Association however
advised that it would be unable for various reasons to undertake
the staging of this event. Quuensland was the next State in order
but decided that the time was too short to meke satisfactory

arrang ements. It was therefore decided to grant South Austrslis's
request to hold the Carnival in Adelaide next year.

INTERNATIONAL VISIT. Being of the opinion thet sn International

Vigit would be beneficial to the game in fustralis provided the
financial difficulty can be overcome the Council has opened
negotiations for a Canadian Lacrosse Visit the basis being that the
Cenadian Association should be résponsible for fares to and from
Australia and that sll expenses incurred in Australis be borne by
the Council. The negotiations are not sufficintly sdvanced as yet
to make any forecast of the likelihoed of & visit.

FINANC IAL It is pleasing to report that the finances of the
Council are in a healthy state, the credit balance at the bank stands
at £33,11,=

THANKS TO DONCR. The best thanks of the Council sre due te

Mr. R.0. Moore, for a donation to the Council's Fund.
INTEPNATIONAL VISITORS. Five members of the visiting Engl ish Ladies

Cricket Team were prominent members of the English Ladies Lacrosse
Associa tion., Unfortunately owing to the limited time st their

disposal in Melbourne it was impossible to arrange an officisl welcome
by lacrosseurs. During the progress of the Test Match in Melboume

I took the opportunity of making Miss Carol Vsl entine acquaintance
and conveyed to her the hearty greetings of the Australisn Council
STATE OF GAME. I desire to call the Council's nttm-tion to the
rming state o e¢ throughout Au, l‘t!.ia. I have eenpile\l




and teams in the yesrs 1929 and 193¢ and from & study of these
tables it will be seen that the game lms lost 15.20 % of its players
since 1929, In Yueensland. and New South Wales the loss i more
than alarming it is deploreble, the former State has lost no less
then 71.06 % of its players and the latter 67.70 % in Victorias
numer ically the stronghold of the game, the drift is 5.54%. On the
other hand it is pleasing to note that South Australis has more than
held its own during the period under review, the advance being
11.84 % while in Western Austrelia o slight improvement of 4.05%

. is recorded. E)‘nvionely this state of affairs caniot be allowed to
emtinue and héving ventilated the matter I feel sure that the
State Associations will teke irmediate steps to ;top the drift and
build up end place the game on a sounder footing,

‘ ;t ig di fficult to understand why lascrosse is not meking

-3 head;r;g especially when kindred winter sport such as hockey
baseball and Rugby are all showing wonderful improvement, in several
instanc es some of these bodies have increased their playing strength
by 300 end 400 %.

Ib feel confident that no lacrosseur will admit that any of these
kindred gasmes are superior, or hold greater attractions than his own
geme and having considered this point it rests with each individual
player, club and Association tework snd build up lacrosse to its
former high position in winter sports.

I submit the following suggestions for the earnest consideratim
of all State Associations.

(1) That the objective for 1936 be a twenty percent inerease
of teams in each State.
(2) That an immediste drive be commenced for New Members.
(3) That Associations strictly enforce sll rules in regard
to equipment snd regulations §,¢, teams to appear
in correct unfform punctual starting of matches
white balls to be provided. Goal posts to be painted

white etce It is these small attention to details that

serve to make matches more enjoyable to players snd
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more attractive to spectators.

(4)

(6)

That 811 Associations take immediate steps to stop this

alarming drift by calling their club representatives
together and placing these facts before them. Do not wait
until next year before meking & start the matter is

far too serious for delay. Do not hesitate to ask

0ld players to assist in reviving the game wherever
possible.

Thet an endeavour be made to fom Amg teur Referee‘

s
and 01d Players Associations in those States which
have not the benefit of this importent adjunct to
the game. &Associations of this nature serve a two
fold purpose by supplying Amateur Referees and retaining
the inter est of the man who has just finished his
playing dsays and secondly by giving to the older player
& meeting place wher e he can continue his interest in
Lgcrosse. By this means it should be possible to

keep in touch with every men that has played the game.

The vslue of such an Associstion is obvious.

It is elso suggested thet all State Associations

endeavour to obtain greater publicity in the daily

press, I fully reelise the difficulties that confronts

us in this respect but when one mekes a compar ison, in

almost any daily pvaper in the Commonweslth the space given
to kindred winter sports and that devoted to lacrosse

is definitely notreceivingthat support from the deily

press that it should. iny is this? for one reason I

venture to suggest that the press is well sware that

Lecrosse is not as progressive as other games end

consequently treats it accordingly.
In many suburbs throughout Aystralis there are

meny local papers delivered into the house hold gratis,
there should be no difficulty in getting space in these
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publications even if it only desls with the local
elub, it is publicity end I think well worth the
effort,

In the matter of press publicity we must be up and
doing.

In conclusion, from unofficial advises I understand that both
Queenslend and Victoria are making a determ ned effort to intweduce
the geme into the Scheels, this is very gratifying and I feel
confident that if all State Associations take immediate steps to
grapple with this problem lacrosse next year will show that

improvement which we all so earnestly desire.

Yours fai thfully,

7

ZW!/{{E)
K’

Hon. Secretary.

7L st May 1935.



TABLE A.

REGISTERED PLAYERS.

Year Q's1l. N.S.W. Viet. S.A. W.A. C/with,
1929 318 180 1100 280 296 2,274
1933 165 144 1068 390 327 2,094
1?34 90 58 1039 425 308 1,920
- -71.06 -67.70  ~5.54 11.88 4.08 -15.20

--f-- % Loss or Gain over period 1929 -34,

Loss in Red Gain in Black.
TABLE B.
NUMBFR OF TEAMS.
Q'sld N.S.W. Vie t. 8.4, W.A. G{wlth.
A Section
1929 5 4 10 w 6 32
1933 5 4 9 7 10 35
1934 6 & 9 : 4 11 37
B.Section
1929 8 8 12 8 8 43
1933 6 6 10 8 6 36
1934 - - 9 10 6 25
C.Seetion
1929 4 - 10 9 4 27
1933 - - 12 ¥ 4 23
1934 - - 1e 6 4 22
D,.Seetionl929 - - 12 - - 12
1933 - - g 5 — 13
1934 - - 9 6 15
E.Sectim.
1929 ~ - 182 - - ik -
1933 - - 13 - - 13
- 1934 - - 13 - - 13
F. Section
1929 - - 8 = = 8
1933 - ~ 10 - - 10
1934 - - 8 - = 8
Q\
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