Lacrosse, e

By Daxn. WuITE, ok

Lacrosse, which has for very many years been the established
national game of the Dominion of Canadi, wua originated by the
\1‘illl Red Indian of that country. Though the game., ag now. played;:
under up-to-date rules and regulations, and with modern imple
ments, is scarcely recognisable wilh the contests amMongst the
North American natives of the early days, it is nevertheless o fact
that the ideas from which this magnificent game has been built
up were oblained from the Red Indian. Lacrosse contests {then
described by characteristic nutive names) were frequently the fore-
runner of bitter and bloodthirsty ecncounters belween hostile
tribes. whilst. under the pretence of friendship, entertaining the
soldiers with exhibitions of their dexterous fenls at this fascinating.
pastime, some of the most treacherous atticks were made upol
the garrisons of the British at the time when Canada was first
taken over by England. The white settlers:-in Canada were quick:
to discover in this crude form of amusement of their nneducaled
brethren, the rudiments of a very fine out-door pastime, and-the
gume a8 now played is. perhaps, the prettiest ahd most scientific
and certainly is one of the best of all fleld sports. S s

Erch player is equipped with o crosse, otherwise n hickory stick
about 4 ft. long, with a croock at one end, and neited somewhut,
after the fashion of a tennis racquet from the crooked end for
about two-thirds of ite length. There nve twelve players on eacli’
side. who are anllotted positiona on delence, ctentre, attacks, &c.,
much-the same as the backs, forwards, &c.. of the footbanll field.
The playing arenn is exactly the same us that for football. The
object, ns in football, is to score gonls, and this is done by throw-
ing the ball betwecn posts which stand only 6 ft. high and 6°ft.
apart. The ball used is ondy a small indiarubber -one, and’ to"
facilitate the duties of the goal wmpires in ‘deciding when a gonl
hags been thrown, a net is used in connecfion with the goul posts,
and is so fastened that when the ball is throwu Letween' the up-
righta it is safely held in the goal net. To ba o good lni:‘t;pﬁsu,
player one has, finst aud foremost. Lo be & godd athlete; stamina,,
speed, and rendy action are tlie first essentials. and thege are of
livtle avail unless combined with sound judgmwent and a . clever
handling of the crosse. The lutter is more, or less ngtural.to some
players, but constant practice will work: wonders npon. the Jeast
skilful. At lacrosse the ball must not he kicked nor handled;
picking up, calching, throwing, in fact everything, must be done

with the crosse,
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To watch the groce and case with which the experienced player
picks up the ball, entcehiea or throws it, one is apt to consider the
use of the crosse n very simple matter indeed. This is not so, how-
ever, even the picking up of the ball when the player is running is
an art. Catching and throwing are extremely difficult; whilst the
ball is allowed to bounce from the crosse of the novice catcher.
the expert, with a simnle twist of the wrist, has complete control
of the rubber immedintely it touches the netting. With but litt'e
practice. the average player can throw a ball, but to send it in the
desired direction, and to the exact distance intended, is one of the
arts acquired. only by studious practice. A champion lacrosse
team requires not only expert individunls, but » perfect system of
combined action must prevail amongst the whole of the players.
The long thirow of the early days. by which the ball could be trans-
ferred from one end of the field to the other, has of late years been
discarded for the smart interchanges from man to man at short
range; whereas the long thrower may just as readily place an
opponent in possession of the ball as one of his comrades, the short
distance exchanges keep the play amongst your own Inen, and one
recognised authority on the game has well said: * 1f you can keep
tlie ball amongst your own players, even if yon are not scoring,
the other chaps are not being allowed to do much.”

The Game in Victoria.

Lecrosse was first introduced to Victoria as far back as 1875,
when Mr. L. L. Mount brought some crosses to this country from
Canada. His first students were Mr. Amos Norcott (now hon. secre-
tary of the Melbourne Football Club) and Mr. George Beech, who
still takes keen interest in the progress of the game. A Melbourne
Lecrosse Club wana speedily formed, and the first conlests were

between teams designated the *‘reds” and the °f blues” of that .
club. Other clubs gradually came into existence., an asaociation |

vwas established, and in the early eighties the game had a good

“Ihold upon this community. Balladat and Bendigo had their tenms, v-

“and country Lrips took their place in due course. One fatal
blunder was made by the players of those days. They were con-
tent to play their gnmes on thé open park lands around Melbourne,
instead of aecuring their proper place on the leading enclosed
grounds, and in o few years public interest and support had almost
wholly disappeazred. Mr. Beech’'s business took him to Sydney for
a few years, from about 1881 to 1884, and in that time he wasa suc-
ceasful in getting the zame well under way fn the mother State.
whilst a trip to Adelaide of the South Melbourne Club, organised
by the Gordon brothers. helped to place the game on & good footing
in South Australin nhout 1885. .

A South Australian team came to Melbourne in 1888, and were
defeated by 5 goals'to 1, but they turned the tables on the repre-
sentatives from this State when the visit wans returned in 1889.
Whilst rapid strides were being made in South Australia, the game,
for want of proper management and support, was fast declining in
Victorin, and though severnl good players undertook the journey,
the team had to be completed with some ubsolute novices. The
result was—South Australin, 9 goals; Victoria, 2 goals. For a few
vears from this date lucrosse almost fizzled out in VYictoria, but
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the visit of & Sonth Austrialian team in 1892 gave o new filip to the
game, and though the visitors again won by 6 goala Lo 3, the sced

WS sowWn for the upshooting of & new genesration of lncrosse playera
in Melbourne.

From a more handful of enthusinsls, the association rapidly
{13:11111101! fair dimensions agiin;: numervus clubs were formed, and
in August, 1896, sixteen or seventleen players entrained for South
Australin to try conclusions with what were then by far the most
!‘?ilwt“l: wielders of the hickory that Auwstralia had yet prodaoced.
The little band of pilgrims were unmindful of the “drubbing”’
which they knew to be in store for them. Theis object ¥ the
establishment, if possible. of regular interState contesta.FHpouib
A_us}t.rali;x won easily bv 13 goals to 0, but what of thoat? A return
visit from the representatives of the City of Churches in 1897 was
assured. During the same year (1896) a successful effort had®been
made to gel the game established in the Melbourne Cricket Club,
the father of all sport in this State, and the throwing open af that
magnificent playving area to exponents of the Canadian game Foon
, ‘le{llln .other cricket clubs seceking lacrosse pntronage lor their

ovals.

Mel'bourne was the centre of o great Australian lacrosse rally in
1897. Not only did the Ssuth Australians pay us the promised
visit, but a team of New South Welshmen were induced Lo come Lo
this city at the same time, and matches between the three States
were played, besides others between the vigsitors and local club
teams. These contests once more proved the supremacy of the South
Australians, who won all their matches, whilst the New South
Wiles playvers failed to even hold their own with a loeal club. As
it was guite out of the guestion for Victoria to send a team to each,
sdjoining State in the following year, it was agreed, with & view
. 10 the continuity of these encounters, that South Australia should
again visit Melbourne in 1893, and that Victorin shounld send a team
to Sydney. In this yenr Victorin supplanted South Auastralia as
premier State hy defeating the Adelnide representativei—9 goals to
5—and the New South Welshinen—16 goals to 0. Alternately since
then Victorin has visited one adjoining State and received a visit
from the other. whilst in 1901 the New South Wales players visited
both Victorin and South Australia, and in 1902 the represenintives
of the latter State playved matcehes in both Melbourne and Sydney.

Since 1898 South Australia has maintained superiority over Vic-
toria, though games are now very evenly contested, and New South

Wanles has still to score the maiden victory ugainst the other States.

Prior to 1892 no accurale records appear to have been kept of
Vietorian premiership contcests, though it is safe to say thay the
South Melbourne, Collingwood, and University Clubs were mmongab
the strongest of the eighties. The first-named possessed some ex-
cellent exponents in the brothens Gordon (4). Henderson, Low,
Knight, and others. Collingweood’'s best players were the Bat-
chelors (3, Duavines (2), Cole, Cattach, Furneaux, and Smith. Uni-
versity's strength lay with the Murrays, Goldsmith, M*Harg, Vauce,
and others. . !

In 1892, after tying with Collingwood, Caulfield won the premier-
- aghip, and succeeded in keeping at the top of the tree in 1893 and
. 1894. One ha#s oniy te run over the names of Evans, Tisdall, Brady.
Handfield, Sayers. and the Murrays. who were all in their prime
with thot elub to understand its successioll of triumphs.
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In 1895 Univeraily, ably captained by M. Iltichardaon, and com-
prising a rvare sel‘of voung athletes such ans Wingrove (2), Abbott,
si*Leocd, IHolmes, Rudd. and Ryan, earrvied the honours of the
“ Shop,"” as the students style their headgquarters, Essendon, who
were only one point behind, possessed the then champion gonl-
keeper, L. Bearch, some expert poal-throwers in the M‘Call Bro-
- thers and Moulton, and excellent players in other parts of the

field such as Ueorge, Vial, Francis, Fison, Gilchrist, and Potts.

That the cream of talent such as this should sooner or later rise
to the top wasg only ta he expected, and in 1895 Essendon, with only
one drawn game to mar w perfect record, was hailed the premier
team. This wns M.C.C.'s first season, and the club supporters were
Justly proud of sceuring second place. T'he hackbone of the new
club was undoubtedly O. Murray, T. Handfield, and D. Whité, who
had played prominent parts for other teams prior to undertaking
the establishment of the game amongst the young cricketers.
Amongst the hezinners were two who were destined to take promi-
nent part for the States’ honour in later years, namely, E. R.
Jacobs and 8. M. Simson.

In 1837, owing to some trouble with the Adelaide Medical School,
the University Club was fortunate in securing the services of seve-
ral South Australian medical students, who were already amongst
the first flight of Adelaide lacrosse players, the best of them being
E. Wilaon, . Russell, F. Douglas, A. Evans, and A. Chapple. These
rlayers, together with Wingrove, Rudd, Wettenhall, House antd
company, formed a very powerful side. and premiership honours
floated back to the University, with M.C.C. again * runners-up.”

In 1898 the Melbourne CGricket Club representatives improved upon

their previous efforta by placing themeselves at the top of the list,
thus in the first three years of the introduction of the game to the
club, they had twice bheen second, and premiers on the third occa-
sion. M.C.C.'s principal exponents at this period were White, Mur-
ray (1), Haondfield (2), Jacohs, Sholl, and Simson. University were
the runrers-up on this ocension, with Hawthorn third., Pyke, Bain-
bridge, Walsh, Tate. Goss, Fryer. Batchelor, Bryning, Richards, and
Hoskyns being the leading players of the latter team. 3

In 1899 University had lost the _aqrvices of Wilson, Russel], Doug-
las, Evanse, and Rudd, but hnd gained F. Bonnin, T. Drew, and one:

or two lesser lights from South Auptralia, and had also unearthed: "‘it
such gems as B. Sutherland and C. Willinms. "T'hey reversed posi- &\
tions with M.C.C. on this occasion, and St. Kilda secured tmrd O

position,

In 1900 University placed in the field one of the finest teams that
has ever represented any club throughout the Commonwealth, and
went through the seanson without losing a solitary point. Let me
recull the names of that famous side:—A. Iouse (goal), F. Bonnin
(point), C. Willinms (cover point), B. Sutherland (third man), H.
Button and J. Morris (defence }‘n"lﬂ%’ﬂ}. A. Wettenhall (centre), T
Drew and 3. J. Dunn (attack wings), R, Wingrove (left home), H.
Formby (right home), and W. Waters (home). The studenta nct
only possessed quality, but also guantity, and in 1901 they decided
to run (wo premierslhip temns, to be called ** University' and ** Col-
legians.” The strong position held by the club ean be understood
by the fnct that the Collegians secured second lw]ﬂ:‘l.-::ur to M.C.C., who
were again on top in that ecason. Only D. White, B. Murray, R.
Sholl, and €. R. Ilandfield. of the 18% premier team, were still

laying for the cricket club, but the inclusion of such experts as
1l-,:'*_'irl-:«'.-. %Vﬁl'ﬂh. Bainbridge, Joynt, and Moulton made up for the
severe loeses sustained in other directions. St. Kilda were runners-
up for the third time in succession, and early in the competition
seemed to have a “ mortgage' over first place, but failed badly
towards the close of the season, Delves, M'Donell, Bower, Cox,
Henley, Goss, Fryer, Low, and otlhiers made up an undeniably
powerful team.
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The Season of 9oz,

1902 (last geason) was one of the most interesting in the his-
tory ol uwne guwne 1n vhisa State. . B.gne ¢luos w6ox part in Loe
compelition, namely, M.O.0., University. 8t. Kildn, Bisendon, Col-
ingwood, Auburn, Kew, and Collegians. he games between the
four first-mentioned clubs were very keenly contested ana at the
completion of the official programme of matcnes, m.C.C. and Uni-
versity nad tied for first place. A play-off mateh was arranged, and
the cr.cket club representntives seoured the nonours. afier @ Inag-
nificent contest, by 6 goals to 5. -As showing how evenly these
teame were matched, the first game between them ended in a vie
tory for M.C.O. by 5 goals to 4, and the second in a drawn game—
4 goals apicce. University loe3dt no points to any otmer cino, but
M.C.C. were defeated by St. Kilda—3 goals to 2—hence their having
to play a ** conqueror’’ with the students. St. Kilda finished third
for the fourth season in succession, and Essendon were placed
fourth. 'This club, which now possesses none of the 1896 premier
team, must soon find its way to the top again. Some of Victoria's
very best talent, to wit, A. Rudd, G. Galy, Jno. Devine, Jas. Devine,
N. Fryer, and ¥. Dunn are to be found in their ranks.

Since 1896 ** B Section, or junior premiership competitions, have
. taken place regularly in this State, and the teama engaged have
proved invaluable recruiting schools for the senior clubs. The
struggle for supremacy amongst the junior teams is (quite as keen

- as that amongst the seniors. and the top team has usuanlly to earn
its place. As will be seen from the appended premiership records,

the honour has on two ocensions only been secured in a play-off
after two teams had tied for first place.

{ The folowing are the positions of the clubs for tlie season :—

A SECTIION. Won. JTast, Drawn. Pussible. sco ed. 9§
MO O Bemn hotmn s 2K 1 1 30 27 90
University .. 12 2 1 30 25 a3
: St. Kilda 9 4 1 28 19 8
i Essendon ... 7 7 - o8 14 50
i Auburn S 5 g9 —_— 28 10 35
f Collingwood ] 3 10 1 28 7 25
i Kew 3 10 1 28 T 25
{; Collegians 2 11 1 28 5 18
.:g' B BECTION, _
l-.' Williamatown 17 — 1 36 5 97
1 Essendon B 16 1 1 36 33 92
‘ 0.C. 13 5 — 6 26 72
i Elsternwick 1st ... 11 7 — 36 22 61
Auburn S T 10 1 b 15 4z
¥ssendon O o 7 11 - 26 14 40
Elsternwick 2Z2nd 6 11 i 36 13 36
8t. Xilda ... 4 11 3 36 11 30
University ... 4 13 1 36 9 25
PREMIERSHIF RECORD.
A SEcTION, _
Firat. Second. Thixd.
Canlfleld... .o Collingwood .. Essendon
'}m Canlfield ... ... Collingwood ..~ University
1894 Caulfield . .. ... IEssendon .., . Collingwood
1895 University ... Essendon ... . South Melbourne
1896 Essendon Sesh Ui le R . South Melbourne
1897 o University e NC.C. ... Hawthorn
1898 RO ... University ... Hawthorn
1899 University N O . St Kilda
7 1900 niversity ... Essendon... ... 8t Kilda
. 1001 RO L ... Collegians .. St, Kilda
1002 o AMLOLC, ..« tUniversity . St Xilda
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B BECTION.
First. sSecond. Third.
1806 Flamington oo TAuburn .. *Brighton
1807 Wik o o] - o RRTEES o ,:L"lllc{.mnf_-& Ponds .., University
: . ew
1808 e 8t XKildn.., e { o L )
1899 we  fColleginns e 1BL. Kilda ... er Auburn
1600 e tHow as .« 1B Kildn .., ... Brighton
1901 Auburn ... o Kew ... Elsternwick
1802 Willinmstown ... Essendon B e MEC.C:

1 Tie, wonon a ** play off."’ * Tie for second place.

Inter=State Matches, 1902=.

The inter-State matches have been briefly dealt with above, butl
a few additional particulars may here be given regarding last
year's contests. The South Australians played and defeated Vie-
torian on the Melbourne Oricket Ground by 8 goals to 5. This
match was one of the most evenly contested that has taken place
between these two States. Splendid lacrosse was shown by both
sides; Lhe general play was very even, bul our visitoras were  a
little more effective in their goal-throwing; and, whilst giving
Delves every credit for some excellent goal-keeping, one cannot
help expressing the opinion that the winning side had an. advan-
tage with, Jualien Ayers s custodian of the goal net. L.
Humphris was in rire form, scoring no fewer than 5 of the 8 goals,
though in the usually very safe hands of Frank Bonnin, the
"r’mwrmu skipper. Kell and Newland also did a tower of work
forward; and Stuckey, Hughes, Jones, and Fletcher played mugnifi-
ceuntly on defence. For Victoria, M'Donell, Sutherland, and Joynt,
of the defenders, and Murray and Wingrove, on the forward lines, '
were Lhe most prominent playens. The goial throwers were L.
Humphris (o), P. Newland (2), and 1. Ward (1),. for South Aus-
tralian; and B. Murray (2), Wingrove (1). Furneaux (1), and Gay (1),
for Victoria. + -1

The South Australians and. Victorians journeyved te Sydney o
gether, where three more inter-State contests took place, ' viz.,
South Austrulin v. New South Wauales, South Australin o, Yictoria,
and New South Wales v. Victoria. In the first of this series of
matches the New South Wales players became thorou hly dia-
organised, and the South Australian teaan amnssed n tatal score
of 26 gouls to nil. Comment upon such n one-sided show is scarcely
necessary. lMor a groater part of the mmatelhh the Adelaide boys
were atlucking, consequently the brothers Newland (2), Kell,
Fletcher, Humphris, and Ward were the shining lights during the
afternocon.

The match between South Australin and Vietoria wias even closer
than that played in Melbourne, our representatives again suffer-
ing defeat, though on this oceasion by only 7 goals to 5.- AL one
state of the game the Victorians led by 3 goals to 1. but ‘during
the last twelve minutes before the half-time interval the South
Aunstralians put forth o paralysing effort. and added no fewer
than 5 goals, three of which were obtained by Humphicis -within
thie space of five minutes. On resuming, the Viclorians gam hg
tackled the tough job now in front of them, and quite held their
own, if, indeed, t-heg had not a little to spare. They were scarcely
equal to the task, however, and left the field beaten, though fully
assared by the plaudits of thé crowd that they had creditably ae-
quitted themselves. This was the best exhibition of Cannda's

®
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national game ever witnessed by the Sydigey public, and the game
is likely to benelit considerably in the mother State as o conse-
quence. Humphris (3), Ward 2), Newlund (1), and Fletcher (1) were
the goal-throwers for SBouth Austrnlian: and Moulton (2), Henley
(1), Dunn (1}, and Davine (1) scored for Victoria. Walsh, who playel
below form in the Melbourne match, had charge of Phil. Newland
on this occasion, and guite redeecimned his previous failure. Delves,

Wettenhall, and Bower also played well for Vietoria.

New South Wales showed up to much greater advantage against
the Victorians than in the mateh with South Australia, and only
lost by 9 gouls to 5, uafter a aplendid game. Much had been
learned from the matell between their great rivals in the matter
of team play, and the forward players profited accordingly. That
total dl_sn:l'gnlus;tt.ilﬂn which characterised their gams with South
Australia was entirely absent, and the Victorians, who took the
field confident of a runaway victory, received a rude awakening
when they found their opponents picking out the right man, and

- playing together with telling effect.

The players who represented Victoria in the mateh against
South Australia on the Melbourne Cricket Ground were F.
Dl_ahres (5t. Kilda). goal; T. M'Donell (St. Kilda). point; F. Bon-
nin (University)., cover point: B. Sutherland (University), third
man; W. Walsh (M.C.C.), left defence: W. Joynt (M.C.C.). right de-
fence; D. White (M.C.C), centre; F. Dunn (Essendon), left attack;
W. Furneaux (St. Kilda), right attack; R. Wingrove (Universityl.
left home; B. Murray (M.C.G.), right home: G. Gay (Essendon).
home. Of these only Delves, Donnin, Walsh, Joynt, Dunn, and
Furneaux could get awany to Sydney, and other places were filled
by Rudd (Essendon), Wettenhall (University), Bower, llenley. and
James (St. Kilda), Pyke and Moulton (M.C.C.). and Davine (Colling-
wood), Out of all the players mentioned, only three took part in
the 1896 match. whieh led to the establishment of annual inter-

| Btate contests. These are:—I. Winegrove, W. Walsh, and D. White.

Btrangely enough, three only of the South Australian team of that
vear were participants in last years matches, namely., P. New-
Innd., J. Avers, and F, Kell. Newland (Sonth Aunstralin) and White
(Victoria) are the only two who have played in these matches every
yverr from 1896 to date.

RECORD OF INTER-STATE MATCHES.

VICTORIA V. SouTH AUSTRALIA, VicTanmia v. New Soutu WaLES.
Won by Year. Won by.
Victorin vee Bponlastol 1888
South Australin: ... 2 ., .. 2 1880
South Austvalin ... 6 ,, ,, 3 1892
South Aunstxalin ... 183 ,, ., D 1806 : : A
South Austanlin - ... 8 ,,. ,, 1 1807 Victovin ... vie 17 goals to O
Victoria el | e S . 1508 Yictoria ... St
South Austyalin ... 20 ,, ,, 8 |-1899 Vielorin ... e L LR
South Austrnlin ... 8 ,, ,, 38 1900 Viclovin ... S AR i
Southi Austndin ... 9 ., o O 10401 Viutﬂl'iti At e | S |
South Austyulin. ... 8 ,, ,, 5 1902 Victorin ... e e
South Austealin .., 7 ,, ,, b 1002 ' .
Totads— Tolnls—
South Australin 9 wins Vietorin ... ... G wins
Victorvia R RS New South Wales 0,




