History Of Australian I.acrosse- Written in 1965
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BETWEEN 1874 AND THE FIRSTWORLD WAR, LACROSSE
TRAVERSED THE ISLAND CONTINENT FROM A PARK IN
MELEBOURNE TO THEGOLDFIELDS OF COOLGARDIE.

Ome afiernoon In the year 1H7T4.the
afenton of & group of boys playing
In & park on the culsklrs of the elty
al Mebourne, Victorin, Australin, was
attracted be & man :u.tr;rlmn & i ber
of wooden wicis to 2ach of which was
aftached a curlously devised nel The
mon was nol sfow in noticing the
curlosity he had sroused, and woon
each boy [ound hisec In posscasion
of one of ihe sticks and lstening In-
fently ool 1he man explaloed 1o them o
eniirely new game,

The man was Mr. L. L Moo whao
hud recestly semled Lo Melbourne He
was & Cansdinn aed very keen 1o s
U peaple in bis adopted country would
show inferest |n hls favourite sport
The game wis callod lacrosse nnd
ke e then followed the Arst demonstta-
fhon of ¥ ever neen ko Australla,

S l!luﬂrdl ﬂnu:h players were

m*ﬂhhmﬂh thes (e firsl

acrosse tlab, Melbourne was faunded,
1n 1870 throe more Clabs wire fotmed,
and In thit same year the Victorian
Lacronse Amicciation came into boing.
By 18832 the game had progressed to
s mm n formal !‘runllnl!p
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(or Siste Champiombip) was played
for the first time

Durlng this perind & Me Wilkinzon of
Adelnide, Bouth Australin was [BIre-
duaeed 16 ihe pame in Vicorka wkilst
viwiting rends and was so Impresced
ihat on his reford fo Adelalde le st
aboot attempling to introduce [he game
theee, Unformunately he had el soe
cess -as (he only sticks nvallabli were
locally made and beoke rathee eanily,
Howewee, In 1885 Mr. W, Patlerson
bad more sucoess, With o few frionds
he formed the Adelaide Lncrosse Club,
and throe years lajer the game had iaken
on g0 well at wiih eight clubs oper.
oilng, the South Australlnn Lacopse
Assoclation was enlablished,

Meaowihidle, In 1664, Mr. {5, Bosth, a

ploneer of 1he game |n Metboarne, st
aboul Inaugurating 1l in Sydney, New
Seaith Wales. and spon the Sydoey
Lacrosse Club was formed. The game
progressed, and in 1HA6 with four clubs
in operation, the New Soulh Wales
Aasociation was bom.

In (hat same yoar, facrosse comnurnced

‘i Brisbane, Queenslund, The lollowing

year the Hrishane player, with com-
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mendilile oot jrise, onvived the Sirdney
el wyers Over Tw |rr_a.lL.J-r!h*tItptl}H|
and ike honours were even. (The

Syidnoy players, aiill new 1o the game,
tid travelled Gver 500 miles for (hese
P Jrasnes. | El-j' 1558 the | T had
cuntitued o thrive In Helsbane and the
Gueerslnnd  Asscclation came  Info
v ik efice
In June, THET. the frpd winll by a teain
from Vietorin 1o South Australln ook
plaee, The following vear, 1888 suw
the first official inter-coloninl match
(At that tiese each of the present htates
were Briftah Colonies i
The rralch betwoen Victoria and South
Aostralin®g wan played on the Eaa
selbourne Crlekeet Grouml snd the
followkng exiract from the press pepor
of the pame makes Infereiing and
A rra g reading:
"The playess are clad o ool o
alirs, knlckerbocker, long stock-
lage and shoe. Some are bearded
like the bard, and nearly all sport
fourshing moustaches, Thels hends
are adorned with o assoroment of
lizle round cops and turbare. They
wielld racguets with very loag han,
dics, ihe oet being Mghily strong
wviery narmow, and extending & long
way down lhe blude. With their
racguets {he ball can-be throsn e
mendoun diatantes (one throw hns
been meakdred ot 182 yards 6 1o
ches ), bul the taul ot sod almost
entire ahpence of 4 Mfesee™ makes
calching mnd careying ihe ball &
diToult art

At each end of the fikld and over
160 yards apari, stand two goal
posts, s fert high. Thero are no
gooal netw. The play s fust, open
and -.h;ut-uua. with musehof i iaking
place on the wings and nl ceatre
field The Vietorians area linle maore.
experirnend than their opponenis,
and win the gams by flve goals
to o,
Whenever lacroaseur nie transplanied
to m place where their beloved game b
not played, they bmmedistely pet about
devialng ways nod menns of agaln en-
joying the rnduﬂm ﬂ uulr spart,
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It waa ‘nod sarpesbag Aherelon o fin
that when the gensattonal finds of §
in Weattssrm Avsirnlia had B racied man

oy from the Eastern Stales and from
Canads ar well, o medting wai con
venad far the purposs of eslnb] b

Lncrosse in the West, That meeting ok

plase In Perth
chuba wore formed
further clube emerged and the Awocii

B woas eslablbsfed

in Jwine TEUG anal Hwa

Thie Fidlioms trg vear

Laabs preng up on the eoldfelds and
by 1RSE & teamn reprepenling thecoastal
Clubs. iin and around Perth) pald a
visll o Coolgardie. and mes with defeut
A year before the estahlishoment of
incrosst in Western Australin o wmall
band of eodbiniasts staried Ineroses Ip
Thamunia. An association was [oFmed
b Wb gouth ol the Sland { Hoburt) wned
fwa years later an associsilon was o
gunised o the aenh of the stute &t
L aumemstion

Matches were played betwoen the two
aErclitions oo by 1 906 the Mol bourne
Lrke Ciub [lacrosse section) pald a
Vil deleating the separate teams from
iBe: rempective assoclatioss Dot med de
feal at the kands of o combined Worth
Sorulh slde

WHE the game estublished in all States
hnd holding & place amongst the iop
Amsicur apotis In the Couniry nll was
In readiness 1o recelve a visl from o
Lnnudian [actosse toam.

The matches agninat the Canadian team
Wi the anly International cuniest Auy-
Irsllan Lacrosseurs had up to that
ime. In fact woolher 52 years were to

thipne before they apain had thls op-
portoeity,

bbb s S RS i
Since his introduction o the game (= 1950,
Bort Stavch haw served Autroliom locrosse
" wariout officiol and meehing wpacitier
Hanaiary Secratary of the Australion
loenage Cowncd vince | 962 and vecrwhary
W e Auvitroligs Towring Toom af that
rear. Bert i olvo provd ko have coached
e beam which hout yacr woa the Vicseion
"8 Premisrship,

by Bert Sterck

AN LACROSS

dleives revisd uillonlsed the game

A The Unnacdbnn nirodu eed
f racguei with which they
wore enormowaly more efickes In thele
thick work than the Auntrallans with

™

Sty e T Flannery” racguet

Phsey were past mnsbers in clover heam
warkl wmid Ao taetios

The Australlan

hackmim were mocustomed to go ol
and try to beat the forwards for initial
posssision of the ball and u great deal
al their play centred in the middle of
thee fleld The Canedlsnsintrodeced the
iens spectatular method of erowding
tholr defence and abiating centre sl
pRay nl much ma posslbls,
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The Conadian fecm thal wan nine of fen on o viaif o Austrelia la 1907

L0 poce and stnming Bowever the Aus
tralinzs had e advantage, and despite
ke foel that the vialiors had seibed down
Ito & combination with every memibes
knowing the othen’ play perfectly, the
Australinns were by nooomeans dis-
Eraced.

The tactics and oguipmenl thus Intro-
duced were soon adopled by the Auw
fralians, Thissvolution of the ghime was
hebd by many 10 have boon o detrisent
lo the advancement of Lacrosse, Be
thit ms B osay, the publicity and in-
trrmd aroused by (he Canadian visll
gave the game o much needed fillip
and materi ally ansinted its development,

An aomatter of reeofd the Canndians
played 10 matehes and won 9,
They arrived ba Guorasland and played
that colony's tram o Hrlabiee on 24h
July, 1907 efeating them 6 goals to 3.
Thelr ext encounter wins (e first tost
mateh on the Melbourne Cricket Ground
con ITh July In (ke prrsence of over
16,000 specialaor This record has
rever been equilied. Australia wonthis
match throwing § goals io Canada’s 3,
Por the second et at the Adelnde
Oval on 3ed Augusl the grousd was
shortened from 160 1o 150 yurde This
was a compeomiee ae the Canadinne
‘were necustored 10115 yards, Canada

20

warn B goals Lo d,

The fourints refarned o Melbourne [or
the ihird lest and won 4 goals 1o nil
Cace agals this malch was played at
the Melbourme Crickel G rournd,

Twn further matches were played in
Victoria fmd then the Cansdines e
turmed for the fourh test In Adelabde
They hiad an early lead of 8 goals o
il bl the Avstralicns made sthrilling
finlal to (kg game and were Anally de-
Feated 6 grosal o4,

The Canadians then vished Western
Australin and won Uselr throe g nge.
o0t in that colony,

Perhiape the moal Important leatare of
Australiap lacrosse ba (he mater o
frterstinte contisis, The carby lelslators
wers nol alow In realtghng thot the besl
meann of testiog the stapdard of the
game in their colomy, and of increasing
the inberest of the public in Incrosse
nfaire, was lo hold a maleh with an-
ather colony s represminlivis.

Here mgaln, malnly dugio the Canading
visll, anolher slep forwnrd was &
chieved, Ahsndsomeoup was presented
1o the Victorlan Lacrosse Assbelation
by Messen Garland of Canada and
MeHuryg of Australin. Thin browght the
question of organteing cegrular [nbes.

sinfe mutches to g head and thus thi
all’ States Carnlval {now called Chams
plonships ) was born. The sinnems of
the cup carcies with i the tile of Chims
plons of Australia.

The il of the serles wad played in
Adelnide, South Anseralls n (9110

Victoria emerged the winners ak they
alse did In the second series In Ml
bourse, Vidors In 1012 when all
stiles particlpated for the fest tme

The 1914 season had just been com-
pleted when war broke out in Kerope
Altkough 12,000 miles away, had an
imormdius cfect on the game. 5o many
Incrosseurs answersd the call (o arms
during the war {over 500 members of
ithe Vistorian Assoclation enlisied ) that
all of vhy nssociathon found thelr ranks
s0 depletod thal I some. Eakes HO
maiches were played at all and inother
casen only funior games were played
and even tey plaved in & somewhat
diwultory fmhion

In tho next issus, Bert Sterck
will contioue hisnarcative [rom
the conclusion of WW [ to the
present day.
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Consequeantly afler 1918 the wasocia

tions hud the tusk or re-eslahlahing and
rearganiiing the gams i their respes

Ve ointen

The gume never recoversd in T asmanie
rxovpd lor a sl period in the 1530%
but hed felded up sgain before 1906,

Tn all the other siptes the game did
revive so much s that in 1520, oniy
twa veurs after the war, thethird cham-
plonalily seriss was staped,

i this oecisinn the gamis wyre played
in Sydury, New Souts Wabes and Soulh
Australia recordsd thelr flmsd victory,

The period from 1920 1o 1939 could
well be described a8 the mon puiand.
ing period lacrosse had experienced in
Auntralla from Us inception. During
this thma the-game Teached & peak In
all stabis dnd wias being played over o
wider nrea than ever holore,

In 1935 Incroswe was being played in

all six sintss wndd three South Australia,

Niroria sind Western Auitraliin ilso hod

Frovincial aasociations whilst there
wern fwi oeniteas 1o Tusmoanie

1835 wae uleo notsbie as the yEar
when the inirodurtion of Inceoase Lot
schools was it achieved. Prior io that
mﬂlldubhui::i-hmrm
up of senior players asd this move was

& declded depurture frum stapdard
MNMMMH
: '.glﬁgﬂnm
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91 YEARS OF
AUSTRALIAN LACROSSE

CONTINUING HIS NARRATIVE. BERT STERCK RELATES THE
HISTORY OF AUSTRALIAN LACROSSE FROM THE POST-
Wl ERA TO THE PHESENT DAY,

Ian 1924 the tota]l numiser of regiatesed
players o Acsirinlln exceeded 8,000 of
which over 1,004 were registersd inthe

stite of | Victorie “Fliese tobals wiers
mplntabned m that level o the lollowing

10 years. Al one stage the Aosiralian
totnl resched 3,000 jlayers B the &n
cenires mentioned previowshy.

With a reglatrathion 2=t twhoe the e of
afy other state (@ was nol surprlaing
o ser that Victorin won all 4 All-State
Championships from 1923 1o 1635

Box lacrosse was conoeived ] played
i both Melbourne and Adelnlde. [t
wis played I ballrooms and proved o
popular feature in those cittes. Dosplin
its popularity with the spectators and
plavers, club oflicials wnd administra.
trs wire not in favour of Its retention
iy, betng played during the field season,
the added injury risk was a conslant
worry, At that time attendances at
maiches were good and in fact at a
Victoria Prembership | Stabe Chnm plin-
phip) match o focal match record sl
tendance of 5,000 was reached.
Hoveral eflorts during ihis period were
made to have o team vinlt Ausicalia
trom Cannda, America and/or Eng.
lamd bul finance. as o alten isihe ciae,
wan the stumbling block.

Another new lies MMHW
(1 ll:i tirme wus the -a-side L
Premierships which were < o in
Melbourne o the mﬂu.'r.nuﬂ-d-r Holi.

Ll b shgenlel blpw Dot

% Part II

by Bert Sterck

day cach veor

Eventunlly this was expunded into &
Lacromse Cymikans which included
same ol fhe akilfull leatures of the
Kathe #uch s accurnty throwing snd
pltking op the ball on the ran, ac

1926 saw the mosd thrilling Premier
ship cantis! ever recorded ln Australlas
Lacrosse

Two Vidorian teams. Malvern and
M.C.C (Melhoumme Cricket Club i, play-
ed four times before the winner was
decided,

The syslem In force at the time provided
the lop team with the ‘rightof challenge’
series. should they be defeated during &
finnl series.

Malvern had completed the season with-
oul joss and ihietefore hud to be de
featid fwice In the Finals lo lose the
Premiership. M. C. C. were determined
to achleve this oot so easy ke

Thair first encounter enawsi fna 12 all
Ul s i the replay In which thescores
were 9 goals eacte Inthelr (hird aftempt
M. € C outplayed Malvern earty in
the maich and scored i comlortable
10-3 win. Malvern then exerclsed thelr
‘elght of challenge".

I the fourth matcl Malvern broke
away in the fest guarier 1o lend 4
1o one, M C. 0. fought
m and by the end of the m

toem were down 6 goala to 7,
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delegnios frovm all states was arranged
wilh this oblext in ¥iew and the founds
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Aipitrolan feaem whiph lowied US w142 !
Penick, Pooi Hagg, Colddream  [dnd Bow
ville, aftewy, Hedl Grigpen, Wealthed il

LEsima loomay, [ady Al.'lll'ﬁ”HH""q'-J"l'i'“l

manufacture sticks from a Quemnsiand
woud very simllar to hickory, This,
however, proved a fallure Sticks made
in Paklstan wore bmpuortiad bulthey alsn
falled 10 stand the test of maich play.
The-Commonwealth Selentific and in
dustrial UOrganbsation was conlacted
and they produced s laminated stiek
hut to oo avell 0 eould oot sand the
wWinrk elther.

In ibe meantime the shortage of sgilp
men! was having e effect In 159458
tho New South Wales Lacr osse Asnorl-
ation found they eould not keep golng
and wenl into recess. In 1951 (usns
land also ground to a halt (o the
remalning three states the gume was
rapidly declining nod had almost reach.
e ihe point when they, too, looked ai
though It would only be a matter of
tme hefore they also would go under,

In the early fifties s cricket bat manu:
facrurer In Adelalde attempted to mike
sticks bt he, too, mel with fallure
Finally permission to import a quantity
of hlekory was obtatned, and the ma -
lucturer procoeded 10 produce sticks
from this wood Whilst not up W the
Canadlan article, they did avert the
erigls and the downward trend was
halisd.

Eventuslly the restrictions were |ified
nnd the squipment was agaln available
Aftes (5a probilem wan solved the South
Australlan Association then instigated a
short series of night matches. ‘They play-
ed Jusl prior 10 the opentng of thelr
Saturdny afternoon matches.

With equipment now more readily
avallable more snd more uniorswere
introduced (0 the game, In eartier diy
few players were under 18, brfore the

18

[3ed row

o Mllar, Toie bl

il room b D b I||||I Liprin

Sagrrh batlen Diyning, Jawill, Romirg TP

Treniiir, Ml [ b o Copprplaml] ATRing

sevond World War under 17 o piresemil
o Junber lierosse, Now the plaviers wire
younger still and Under 14 became the
lowest junior section, Abouf this Hime
annual Junlor (under 1065 Inlerstale
games were ofganised between South
Australia and Victoria

After years of frying ot lopg last ar-
rangements were made far a team 1o
visit Australia from the United States
of Amerien, With the Australinn econ-
dmy more bovanl than ever before the
financing of such n vinit become a
prossibility. Allied with this was the fact
that the American leam would pay
their own fares to and from Australia
and this was the deciding lacior, The
leam was made up of players from the
Virginio: and Woashingion Lee Uplver-
sities.

Amid greal excitemeni and leverish
acllvliv on Ist July 1958 the frsl
American Lacrosse team o visil Aus-
tralla arrived. Australian were, sl long
last, to experience Inlernational compe
titlon for the first tme in 52 years

5 I F - " AT
el Anaer e LT Jracis

1Y rp-nr iy ¢ A YIng § and
rulis In thelr own countfzs
i.||| mitlches began i'_'r'.r. I|:|..I'llll'r'.l
Ausfrallo and Ui Frleam iewm wian
all  thies malih Thies then visited
Al i, WOnN O gamd whillal
il Avslrallnn were sucoessiull fwice.
I Melbourne their tour coinzided wiih

ach IS [ s TE ol ull states and

{HrE malfhes Were ..'.:iirlfl:.‘grri with

Lhiese Jraimes The vizitors won all three

e
miatches agalnst Vicoria and alio de

feated & comblned South Adstrallan

|;.|'.'|_1'lh,'i1 # l_.rﬂ|

Yietorlan |
i lestl malch
i [hi

the

Fhe toor concluded witl
pgainst an Austrolian tear
Welboume Cricket
largest attendance af
in Melbourne for 20y
pxeiting, action packed game Australla
H gaals o 5

ferisiiry] bBadiage
A ladroane e
anrn, AlEr &n

pmerged winners by
Mr. P.d. Brady,
gticks from Impaorted wiod, pﬂ'wrﬂcﬂ
i trophy for perpetual competition b
rween terms of Americn and Australla
This was duly presented to the Austeal-
ian team al the conclusion of the maich

fra h aF of lﬂlt'l.’”.ﬂ.!-'.'

Before thelr arrival the game was in
need of a boost and this it reciived.
The game has becomd moro copsal
idated in the three states and pew elubs
have emerged and the established ones
have grown larger.
Whilst the Virginia - Washington &
Lee U'nlversity team was In Australls
the possibility of o return visil wes
isrussed. In due course an invitalion
was recelved and accepted. The pro-
posed vislt 10 America presented Auss
trallan lacrosse with quite & challenge.
A total of £12.000 was needed for the
Continued on page 25

CRAN BARRY & COMPANY

Field Hockey and Lacrosse Equipment
NOMN BOUNCE INDOOR LACROSSE BALLS
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VIKTORIA LACROSSE STICKS
INDOOR PUDDING BALLS
PUMA SHOES
MARBLEHEAD, MASSACHUSETTS
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garb i 11 T
Lk Liv oanddd Tropiin i - A
poprent denl of hard work
b lwam dejiarted o i iy
Fut the (lesd these in tha AL
lralian lacrosse W were mnliing
Irdcrristiomal Tomad. 184 thas Biowe ne] <o
syorkilel P loaam vkl o b i Bl e
pow' g b =il Englal
The Asstealian team plasod @ wral ol
11 marehas aim thet @apd onosal ol il
¥ =~ 'I| Py wionm 2 tkad 1 oisel lomi B
fr was decalivd thatl the Atiatralinn femem
wion ikl i':.l.'.' e Jvmee raean Fuek sl
were. [his (hey estimnSriniod ot
Ll caae s i pri VIDLISEY, DX Far e
'-._"l-TI-'IIh-'l wWah oversca: Tparmm | fe
rn.','.jlj:l.' up wos won by the Americhn
teant, Halimore Loorosse Club, when
|y dhefented the sIFadian Ledie IR
Hatfmare, e teamm then played fhres

matches ln England, plasing Fnglish
guled, and won te'o of thes copage-
inents

Nallowiegg Ha overseas owe there Biave
bewn séveral chasges of rules (and o
oumber have bheen further |'|r|l-|:u:n|,-|_1|
and Mo pEEvers are asing ot vy
eipuipmend.  The rules bring wsdopied
g Bringing the game closer (o ihs
Americin style The coach has & new
siatiis in dub matches. Previeusly they
Wit Dol very oflen seen diifalde Inber

stille games ol

Since 1554 rhe number of clulis hay
goublal in Victorla but ln all stales
schivp) lncrnese bas pol expanded 10
any alaeable extent On e other hand
imope fpnme are belng entéred for the
Frdor sections pad many Young play-
s are stariog the gEme nround fhe
Bgrs ol Hin 11

AL the wame time the game Rias still
1o regain its formeer pedqwar stiomgth
Uueh now de pends on the formers play
oy oamd presend elub administralors

Faguripnce fas alown thal denpdte 5
Major peibocks laceosse stlll hias an
Siraction for sportsmen and there s
o shartage of prospective players.
Eforts are being maode bo revive ibe
e In Cueeuslomdl dnd SNew South
Walts but so Iar with miked succoss.
The players can be found butl withou!
Sappert from dormer players (he job
W & diMieult ane.

This year tn the 911 binthdny of b
Totse in Australia. It Is (o be hoped
that # will become nnother milestone
16 the game's Rlstory. gk

—_—
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Goiod schedule - Good times

Contact: John Howes
161 Henry 3. Brooklvn, N. Y

Face Off

Canifire’d froem ooy 27

w0l b= able b LR RTE ] thi el ol il w
16w open wingman e
w lige and conber sl work soprether
wnd fulk constantly -1n o v et eflonet
o galn posssaion of esvery face-oll

sirraarihila

1 cain be readily seen (il abiabaing
podiwpsaion Of the Taceofl 8 sy much
an amiude of mind e mastering the
various Tace-off fechoiques. The cenfer
ared T Wi |Il¢r1.1nu.'-IT.|.trJ.!r|'.ll e
in their abillity to galn possesslonalthe
il Acenier sbouldideselop confidonoe
in his akills to Ihe polnt sfhere to o
postng cender can fake the ball from
Bim Possession of e ball a8 the faoe
off will gremly encourage wam morale
gt fremendously  lnereass o0 Wnm s
scoring pobontial. Aok

SUPPORT
YOUR
HALL

OF FAME

locrosse Hall of Fame Foundabion
310 Tower Building
Bolfimore, 2. Md.
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Give to fight

the great crippler
of young adults
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