AUSTRALIA TOPS UNITED STATES
IN WOMEN'S WORLD CUP FINAL

CAROLINA NIPS VIRGINIA, 10-9
FOR DIVISION | CHAMPIONSHIP

-~ HOBART EDGES WASHINGTON
. FOR SEVENTH CROWN IN A ROW

| “TERPS HOLD OFF LADY LIONS
. \p&g WOMEN'S DIVISION | TITLE

-

JUNE/JULY 1986

W —




SECTION \ ROW SEAT
ALL GAMES

ADMIT ONE $15.00
QEE; v =
§g°§ Em >
p3zzE  SB_E :
c Eggd  E23= g
f 2=2% O>m: S
4 28 eC2Is =
0 38 2358
8 3 Smas @
: v, S2 I 3
b B3bo ~
() u:l‘n (7,
s Mo m
S rFS =
r ORZEr (7]
I =H=pMm S L
o welo = 3
m = >0 m (7] 2
0 £ ve @7 g
g:g ;Ezﬂ 2
4 e <32FE 2
m E_Ti‘ °>°= =)
0 Gmae gk z
o aéﬁ% a: gn §
Eaic ) :

00°GL s INO LINAY

SIANYY TIV
1vas

MOH NOILO3S

George S. Aburn
Michael C. Adams
William B. Barnett
Ted W. Bauer
Charles B. Clark
Eugene F. Corrigan
Joseph W. Cowan
Ralph T. Davy
FredH. Eisenbrandt, Jr.
John B. Galipault
James L. Gring
Thomas R. Hayes
Robert C. Kearney

Thomas N. Keigler
Warren F. Kimber, Jr.
Howard J. Krongard
Thomas A. Lillis
Hugh A. Mallon, III
James R. McDonald
Thomas B. Mitchell
J. William Miller
Samuel D. Sadtler
Arthur K. Strasburger
Douglas R. Tarring
J.Richard Thomas, Jr.
WilliamP.VanArsdale

CONTENTS © LACROSSE 1986

LACROSSE (ISSN: 0 194-7893)

Magazine is published six times per year in March,
April, May, June/July, September, December by
NPS, Inc., underexclusive contract to the Lacrosse
Foundation, Inc., Newton H. White, Jr. Athletic
Center, Homewood, Baltimore, Maryland, 21218.
Telephone: (301) 235-6882. Subscription rates in
USA $15.00 per year, USA students only; $25.00
per year, Foundation Members. Third Class
postage paid at Baltimore, Maryland. Overseas Air-
mail (U.S. Funds): Australia $36.36; Canada
$18.84; United Kingdom $30.36. Single copics and
back issues (when available): $3.00, includes first
class postage in U.S. Add $1.20 for Canada, $3.10
for United Kingdom, $4.10 for Australia.

EDITORIAL & ADVERTISING OFFICES:

107 East 25th Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21218
(301) 235-2104

‘*Postmaster: Send address changes to:""

THE LACROSSE FOUNDATION, INC.
Newton H. White Athletic Center
Homewood

Baltimore, Maryland 21218

LACROSSE

=y
E
3
i
=
Sk
=

Volume 10 Number 4

CONTENTS

4 SPEED KILLS!

Australia's fast-paced World
Cup Team had too many
horses for an injuy-riddled
U.S. to overcome in the 1986
Women'’s World Cup finals, as
the fleet-footed, hard-shooting
Aussies reversed their 1982
loss to the U.S., 10-7.

by Carole Wakefield

STICK CZECH

It's not the kind of game we're
all used to seeing, but what
they play in Czechoslovakia is
still called lacrosse. What's
more, they're interested in
opening contacts with the
West.

11

by Winnie Perilla

12 FANTASTIC FINISH FINAL
FOUR

After back-to-back 10-9 sud-
den death wins over Hopkins
and Virginia, North Carolina
took the Men’s NCAA Division
| Title, as the Final Four tour-
nament format made its
lacrosse debut.

by Winnie Perilla

21 ALONG CHEER FOR LONG
ISLAND

Long Island-Hofstra edged
Maryland Lacrosse Club, 11-9,
in the USCLA Finals. -

by Bob Knowles

THE CIVIL WAR REVISITED

With only one exception the
North teams dominated the
South at Fourth Annual
Lacrosse International.
by Brooke Knight
Winnie Perilla

22

JUNE/JULY 1986

THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE LACROSSE FOUNDATION

24 SWEET SEVEN FOR THE
STATESMEN

Hobart took its seventh con-
secutive Men’s NCAA Division
Il crown against perennial
bridesmaid Washington Col-
lege. But it wasn't easy this go
'round, as the Shoremen gave
the Statesmen fits.

by Boh Knowles

SOLDIERS OF THE QUEEN
UMBC's Mark Hodkin and
Penn State’s Amanda Veal
are Britons who decided to
play collegiate ball on this side
of the Atlantic — even tho’
life’s a bit different over here.

by Timothy Nichols

TYLER’S TERPS TAKE IT
ALL

28

30

Coach Sue Tyler's Maryland
Terrapins went through the
number one and two seeds to
win the Women's NCAA Divi-
sion | title over Penn State,
11-10. And Ursinus gained
sweet revenge over Trenton
State to take the NCAA Divi-
sion |Il crown.

by Carole Wakefield

SOUTH 1 TRIUMPHANT AT
USWLA NATIONALS

South 1 came back to win the
President's Cup at the
USWLA Nationals, as the 55th
annual tournament featured
increased high schol
participation.

by Carole Wakefield

34

ooyd sjoydIN Aqouny

DEPARTMENTS
2 EDITORIAL
I need an idea.

20 WHAT’S THE SCOOP?
Middlebury cops the ECAC
crown, Payless takes the
British Columbia crown,
Rutgers recruits — and more.

36 LETTERS

Complaints about the Final
Four — are these only the
beginning?

36 CLASSIFIED

Just what it says it is.

COVER:

1. TOP LEFT: USA's Betsy Williams in
action vs. Australia.

2. TOP RIGHT: USA's Margie Anderson
in heavy traffic after scoring against
Australia in the Championship.

3. BOTTOM LEFT: Hobart attack star
Jim Gilliam had a tough time from
Washington College defenseman David
Hilliard, but the Statesmen came back
to win their 7th Div. [l crown in a row.

4. BOTTOMRIGHT: Virginia's Chase
Monroe goes over the head of
Carolina’s Kirt Storch, but the Tar Heels
prevailed, 10-9in overtime thriller.

photos by: Amanda Veal (1.), Jim Graham (2. &3.),
' Timothy Nichols (4.)




Timothy Nichols photo

1986 WOMEN'S WORLD CUP

SPEED KILLS!

Quick passes, hard shots and fast feet powered Australia to a 10-7 victory over

the United States in the World Cup Final. And the Aussies’ tournament success
might have signalled significant changes for the future of international play.

ABOVE: USA's Sandy Campanero loses
the ball as she attempts to drive through
Canadian defenders Lise Croisettiere and
Michelle Bowyer.

BY CAROLE WAKEFIELD

Cup will probably be remembered

as the World Cup that changed
lacrosse; at least it will likely be so con-
sidered by any team that wishes to suc-
ceed in the next World Cup. In basic
terms, the Australians brought a new set
of strategies and talents to the fields of
Swarthmore, and whether or not players
and coaches from other lands approved
of their methods, it seems crystal clear
that the Aussie game is the future style
under which successful international
teams will have to play.

Crisp, flat passes; hard shots;
ambedexterity on the the attack; ability
to give and take physical contact; above
all, fleetness of foot — those seem cer-
tain to be the elements of winning inter-
national women’s lacrosse in the future.
And unless there are manifold rules
changes (which don’t appear likely
judging from the post-World Cup Rules
Committee meeting), the ‘‘classic’’
style appears on the way out.

Curiously, the brand of lacrosse cur-
rently played in the United States is fur-
ther away from international rules than
that played anywhere else, so the
Yanks — despite their depth of athletes
and breadth of collegiate programs —
are probably going to have to make the
most changes if Team USA is to have a
hope of recapturing its world champion-
ship when the World Cup next convenes
in Australia in 1989. And whether or
not coaches like it, they’re going to
have to play more of the Temple style
and less of the traditional.

And now to the business of what hap-
pened. The World Cup creates a tingle
all of its own. It’s serious business out
on the field. After all, 16 players on
each team had trained hard to have their
name engraved on the Cup. Most had
traveled from afar: from Australia,
England, Scotland, Canada and Walcs.
Only the US was playing in its own
backyard, When the host team opened

T HE SECOND Women’s World
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LEFT: USA'’s Sandy Bryan tries to recover
and make the check on Australia’s
Margaret Barlow, while Aussies Sue
Mellis (10) and Viviene Broad (15) watch,
BELOW: USA’s Margie Anderson scores
against Wales. Wales' Viviene Jones can
only watch as her team mate Jo Parker
ducks and the goalie is beaten just inside
the pipe.

against Canada on Saturday, June 14th,
the tension was palpable.
c onsider that the US players and
coaches were under the double
pressure of defending their champion-
ship as well having to endure a stream
of continual second-guessing from local
lacrosse big mouths whose comments
and criticisms were all too public. And
the US began playing as though the
pressure had (temporarily) gotten to
them: they had a bad case of the jitters.

Canada, on the other hand, played
with an improved finesse, perhaps bdue
to the tutelage of American Coach Lib-
by Williams, who made the not-so-
popular move of crossing the border to
coach the Canadians.

For 13 minutes the US fruitlessly
charged the wall thrown up by the
Canadian zone defense. Not until Sandy
Campanero started a fast break, passed
to Candy Finn Rocha who hit wing Bet-
sy Williams for the score did the Yanks
dent the twines against Canadian keeper
Julie Norton. At the half, Norton had 18
saves and Canada only four shots on
U.S. goalie Sandy Hoody. But Gail
Cummings and France St. Louis scored
on two of these, and Canada took a 2-T
lead into the intermission.

The second half saw the appearence
of American ‘‘substitutes’’ Sandy Bryan
and Margie Anderson, and these two
quickly helped turn things around.
Bryan scored on a breakaway to knot
the score at two. Shortly thereafter
Cummings replied with what would be
Canada’s last goal, and then the U.S.
took over the game. Williams stole the
ball and found Rocha on the crease to tie
at three. Then the irrepressible Betsy.
scored another one of her own and
Margie Anderson tallicd twice. Score at
the final horn: US 6, Canada 3. It
wasn'’t entirely pretty, but it was a vic-
tory and a step on the way to the Cham-
pionship Round.

US Head Coach Josie Harper ex-

continued
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SPEED KILLS! continued

RIGHT: USA’s Julie Duff spins back
against Wales.

plained her second half strategy thusly,
‘“We changed away from our Fran
DenHartog stationary high post to a
Margie Anderson moving post. That
opened up their defense.”” She con-
tinued, ‘‘We also put point Dee Fichter
Cross on Cummings, which shut down
that threat.”’ Then she added with a_
smile, “‘I thought the girls adjusted
marvelously in the second half!’’ —And
she couldn’t have been more correct.

he second contest of that first after-

noon saw England and Scotland in
what had been billed as something of a
grudge match for UK supremacy. In
earlier years it used to be a futile ex-
perience for the Scots when they took
on England. But when Coach Penny
Crisfield took over the Scotland team,
the players became believers in
themselves. For England’s part, Coach
Celia Brackenridge sought to continue
her team’s island domination, but ’'twas
not to be.

The first half was a three-all affair,
but the second frame saw the Scots
break open the game with four straight
goals, as Valerie Houston and Jackie
Wilson combined to riddle the English
net. Down 3-7, the Brits staged their
comeback, only to fall one goal short
and lose 7-6.

“‘We did well at the end with three
straight,’’ quipped the tight-lipped and
disappointed Brackenridge, ‘‘but we
had too many mental lapses earlier.’’

The day’s final contest pitted
Australia against Wales, and it was the
opportunity for the fun-loving, free-
wheeling Aussies to showcase their
strength. Holding Wales to only one
goal, the Down Under girls tallied five
times in the first half and six in the sec-
ond frame to win going away, 11-1.
Wings Viviene Broad and Mary Pickett
teamed with home Sue Mellis to riddle
the Welsh defense almost at will.

So ended Day One, and as the 3000 or
50 spectators trooped away, clearly the

three games had raised more questions
than they’d answered — especially
about the US Team’s difficulty against
the zone defense.

Play resumed at 2 p.m. the following
afternoon, and a hot, steamy day it was.
Canada and Australia opened the action
in what fans expected to be a test of
Maple Leaf defense vs. Australian of-
fense. They were not disappointed.

Libby Williams used the moving zone
quite effectively to slow the Australian
offensive speed. The Aussies replied
with a double team on Cummings to
take Canada’s leading sccorer out of the
game. The packed zone conceeded the
long shot but made inside work dif-
ficult. Still, Pickett and Broad were
simply too quick. Score: Australia 3,
Canada 0.

After Scotland had disposed of
Wales, the US and England played Day
Two’s finale at 6:30. These two squads
have built up a great rivalry over recent
years, especially because it has only
been in the last five that the Yanks have
managed to beat England.

Both squads came out of the opening
draw at full gallop. Margie Anderson
was the first to score, on a nifty feed
from Sandy Campanero. Then Margie
dodged through the tightly-packed
England defense to find open Candy
Rocha. England replied with a tally by
Clare Burrell off a feed from Jenny
Cooke Sanderson, but the Americans
came right back. Betsy Williams took a
pass from Anderson to give the US
some breathing room, 3-1.

Meanwhile the patient US defense,
led by Dee Fichter Cross and Janie Kof-
fenberger were shutting out the Brits’
attackers in front of goalie Heather
Dow. Cross remarked, *‘It's easy when
you have defense wing Barbie Jordan up
there in front of you!'’ And she may
have been right, for Jordan’s quickness
and anticipation burned England for
three first-half interceptions which took

the starch out of the Brits’ attack.

‘The second half began as the first had
ended — with the US in control.
Williams found Anderson for a quick
score. Then it was Campanero with a
turn-around screamer, followed by
defense wing Julie Hull Elicker on an
80-yard dash to find the nets.

Although England’s Sophie Cullen
led a charge that scored several late
goals to bring the final to a respectable
US 8 England 5, the Brits simply could
not keep pace with the American girls’
speed and stickwork — especially with
a man-to-man defense.

On balance, Coach Harper was pleas-
ed with her team’s effort, ‘‘We’re
proud, we're tough mentally and
physically. I think we’re ready now for
whatever comes.”’

And they would have to be ready,
because after a day’s layoff, the US had
Australia coming up on Tuesday’s
round robin card.

Day Three’s play began, as usual, at 2
p-m. and featured Wales against
England. The Brits wrestled with the
psychologically depressing fact that the
once mighty queens of women'’s
lacrosse were now also rans at 0-2 in the
tournament. And their 5-1 victory over
Wales did little for their confidence.
Wales’ Tracey Bryden got through
England keeper Jo Phelps to keep alive
her streak of a goal-a-game, but the
Brits were simply too strong.

Scotland and Canada next took the
field in front of a now-swelling, pro-
American crowd impatiently holding its
breath for the upcoming US-Australia
tilt. Nevertheless the Scots had become
the fans’ ‘*second favorite’’ team,
especially because of their singing
Scotland the Brave as they marched on-
to the field.

Against Canada, Scotch speed and
slashing offense were pitted against
staunch Canadian defense. Two
distinctly different styles of play fought

it out, and a Canada goal by France St.
Louis with :14 left resulted in a 3-3 tie.

And then it was time for what many
had already dubbed the preview of the
championship: US-Australia. Some
2700 vociferous fans (and most of the
local TV stations) were on hand to see a
match which went right down to the
wire. Ever since their overtime 10-7
loss to the US in the last World Cup
finals in 1982, the Aussies had trained
and remembered how the Yanks had
snatched away the victory in the second
half. And four years is a lot of
remembering! For their part, the
Americans had spent four years shifting
squad personnel to come up with the
best possible combination to retain their
world title.

And for a while it looked as though
they’d done just the right thing. 25
seconds into the game second home
Fran DenHartog slammed home a nice
Candy Rocha pass. The play became
ever faster, ever more furious while the
crowd roared its encouragement. At
19:31 Rocha found herself triple teamed
but managed to feed DenHartog again
for a2-0 US lead. Clearly the cutting
game was having some success against
the tough Aussie defense which often
packed as many as nine players into the
zone in front of the goal.

And then suddenly the tide turned.
Aussie wing and consistent scorer Vi-
viene Broad was fed by whiz kid Sue
Mellis, and only 40 seconds later Mary
Picket evened the score on a low back-
hander. Courageously, the US fought
back as Williams took a pass from a
double-teamed Campanero, shot, and
got knocked down just as the ball zipped
past Aussic goalic Gail Kingston,

It was the last time the US would
lead. After Mellis scored on her own re-
bound, Sandy Bryan took a hip check
and fell over her own stick. Injury
timeout. And although Sandy was not
seriously injured and managed to play
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LEFT: USA's defense wing Julie Hull
Elicker clears the ball against Scotland.
BELOW: Big Shot, Philadephia '76ers
mascott, appears on the scene and gives
USWLA President Lee Walter a big kiss!
BOTTOM: USA cover point Janie Kof-
fenberger and center sandy Bryan check
the ball away from Scotland’s Jackie
Wilson. Yanks thrashed the Scots, 11-2.

out the game, some of the stuffing was
gone from the US effort as the half ended
ina 3-3 tie.

The second frame opened as badly for
the US as the first had ended. Defense
wing Barbie Jordan, who’d been playing
brilliantly, went down with a quad injury
and left the game. Now, with Bryan still
hurting, two of the best US defenders
were nullified.

Still, the game went non-stop up and
down the field. Seemingly abandoning
their cutting game, the US offense
centered around Campanero or Rocha
trying to bust through a packed zone. In-
numerable free positions were awarded
them, but under international rules, the
free position does not clear a fan but only
opens a shooting lane no wider than a
copy of this magazine. Result: many
bumps and bruises for Sandy and Candy,
but no goals. For their part, the
Australians spread out the defense and
waited for Mellis to somehow shake free
from tenacious checking from Cross and
Koffenberger. Result: many passes,
many balls on the ground, but no goals
either for the Aussies.

But at 43:59 Broad struck what was to
prove the fatal blow. Coming back
across the grain, she worked herself free
just long enough to take a kangaroo leap
and place a shot into the right corner of
the net, past US keeper Hoody.

Down by one, the US finally brought
up everybody, and when Koffenberger
looped a pass to Campanero, who
miraculously twisted backward with the
ball and dumped in a shot with only
seven seconds remaining, the crowd
broke into a frenzy of cheering.

But a tic 'twas not to be. Sandy's stick
was ruled to have been just over the
crease before she took the shot, and the
goal was disallowed. Final score: 4-3
Australia.

Aussie Coach Noel Smith was candid
in his assessment of the game. *‘We
knew we had to completely stop Sandy

continued
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SPEED KILLS! continued

RIGHT: US goalie Sandy Hoody saves
against Australia in the championship
game, as Julie Hull Elicker watches.
BELOW: USA's\Betsy Williams is knocked to
the ground as she waltches the ball — and the
championship — slipping away.

N

Campanero and Margie Anderson.
They’re such great players we put two
girls on them. We knew it would be low
scoring, so we had to make our shots
count. And our defense had to be
perfect. Admittedly it was a bit physical
out there, but the object is to win the
game, right? We didn’t come halfway
’round the world to go home empty-
handed again!”’

n the other side of the bench area,

US Coaches Harper, Miller and
Scheetz had considerable difficulty
regaining their composure after the
loss. Apart from wanting to see a film of
the disallowed goal, they noted that
their girls had absorbed a physical
beating, too. Barbie Jordan was out —
perhaps for the balance of the Cup —
Sandy Bryan’s ribs were painfully bang-
ed up, Betsy Williams’ leg was badly
bruised, Sandy Campanero’s arms were
red and swollen, and several others
were nursing wounds. This was not the
sort of game they’d expected.

Nevertheless, Harper had this to say
about the Australians, ‘‘They’re fast,
their stickwork is great, and their passes
are hard and flat. And they played a
great game, as did our girls.”’

Day Four, Wednesday, began for the
Americans with the knowledge that they
had to win the rest of their round robin
games to get another shot at Australia in
the championship. Today the US would
face Wales in what was expected to be
somewhat of a breather game in which
they could rest their wounded and play
their substitutes.

The first game featured England
against Canada, and again the Maple
Leafers were party to a nail-biter. Gail
Cummings scored three unassisted
markers for Canada to give her team its
first victory ever over England, 3-2. In
the Canadian nets, keeper Julic Norton
had an incredible 20 saves, while only
Sophie Cullen and Jenny Cooke Sander-
son could dent the twines for the Brits.

Timothy Nichols photo

The US-Wales contest was a blow-out
from the start. The Americans used
eight different attackers to wallop the
Welsh girls, 21-1. Anderson had five,
Rocha four, DenHartog 3...well, you
get the picture. Again, Tracey Bryden
kept her string alive by tallying her
team’s lone marker.

For the moment Scotland was enjoy-
ing their second place in the round robin
standings. But it was only for 24 hours;
then they came up against the Australian
reapers who dashed their hopes, 6-0.

For the Aussies, it was Sue Mellis
again who controlled the attack and
scored two goals herself. In return,
Scotland attempted to attack the
Australian zone with a nine-man
rush — to no avail. Scotland Coach
Penny Crisfield bemoaned her team’s
lack of offensive punch, and could only
mutter ‘‘The Australians are jolly well
difficult to beat!”’

Day Five opened with a crucial test
for the US against Scotland. With key
players Jordan and Williams out of
commission, and several others hurting,
the Yanks needed a transfusion. And a
transfusion they got in the person of
first home Julie Duff.

Little Julie was superb, scoring three
goals and assisting three others. Seem-
ingly she could spot Fran DenHartog’s
red, white and blue Brine stick open on
the crease better than anyone else. And
Fran responded by looking like her old
sclf and scoring a hat trick of her own.
It was 6-1 US at the half and the offense
took it the rest of the way for an 11-2
victory, with Rocha and Anderson
garnering several of their own. The
defense looked steady and confident,
and it was a satisfying win with which to
enter the championship game.

Later contests on Friday saw Canada
thrash Wales 9-1, as Gail Cummings

(chcered on by a few vociferous Temple
fans) had six unassisted goals for

Canada. Tracey Bryden broke her scor-
ing string and only Vicky Perry could
tally for the Welsh. Following this con-
test, Day Five closed out with Australia
thrashing England 12-2. The Aussies
played loose and easy, while England
frittered away their few genuine scoring
chances with low-percentage shots.

Day Six was playoff day, with two
consolation matches before the US-
Australia championship at 4:00 p.m.

At 11:00 a.m. Wales faced England
for fifth place. England Coach
Brackenridge was bitterly disappointed
her team had no chance of bettering its
fifth position. ‘‘We’re just a better team
than that,’’ she lamented.

Nevertheless the Brits did set a
record; Sophie Cullen recorded a tour-
nament high eight goals as Wales were
routed, 18-2. Resuming her scoring
‘‘streak,”’ Tracey Bryden tallied both
Welsh goals. Sadly, it was not a very
happy birthday for Welsh captain Vi-
vien Jones, a class person whose team
had the heart but not the horses to win a
single game. :

*‘I just hope they did not become
discouraged so that they will return to
Wales and work towards progress and
the next World Cup. Here we have
touched the water with our feet. Now
we have to want to swim!’’ a determin-
ed Jones opined.

The second contest of Day Six was
for the bronze medal. Canada and
Scotland went at it toe-to-toe for a half.
Cummings ripped two for the Maple
Leafers, whose zone defense kept every
Scot outside except for road runner
Louise Fitzroy who matched Cumm-
ings’ two goals.

Then for reasons unknown, Canada
abandoned their zone defense in the sec-
ond half. Moving away from a strategy
which had kept them in every game of
the tournament, Canada went to man-to-
man and promptly got caten up by the
slashing Scots attack. Corinne Martin,

Jackie Wilson and Valerie Houston
scored three unanswered markers and
that was that for the bronze medal.

When asked if she was surprised by
the Canadian move, Coach Crisfield
responded, ‘‘Nothing surprises me any
more in World Cup play! We found a
flaw in their zone by the post, we teased
them out a bit, then we used speed to get
behind them.”’

The championship game was schedul-
ed for a 4:00 draw, and long before
game time over 5000 fans had gathered
to cheer the home team on to (hopeful-
ly) victory. While two red, white and
blue painted college kids whipped up
the crowd by running around with
American flags, the vociferous Aussie
fan club greeted their team’s arrival
with a tunnel of green and gold pom-
poms. Even the tournament organizers
held out something special. Singer Kate
Smith had passed away the previous
week, and in her honor God Bless
America was planned instead of the Na-
tional Anthem. Unfortunately planning
the tape and properly cueing it are two
different things; instead of Kate Smith,
raucous rock music came over the
loudspeakers and the Star Spangled
Banner had to be reinserted in the pre-
game lineup.

The anthem foul-up was an in-
auspicious beginning for the Yanks. The
Aussies came out flying faster and bet-
ter than ever before in the tournament.
US goalie Sandy Hoody was forced to
make two early saves before the
momentum went slightly the other way
as Margie Anderson hit the pipe. But at
2:59 the tireless Mellis found a chink in
the American armor, Establishing her
threat as a dodger, Sue tallied on a hard
backhander just inside the far pipe.

The US seemed to have evened the
score when Betsy Williams stole the ball
from the goalie on a clear, only to hit
the outside of the open net.

Down by only one, the US were
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LEFT: USA's Barbie Jordan casts an
uneasy look back as she clease the ball
against Australia's Colleen McVeigh.
BELOW: USA's Margie Anderson leaps
and scores against Wales.
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SPEED KILLS! continued

RIGHT: Australian attack ace Sue Mellis is
the picture of happiness as she finally
gets her clutches on the World Cup.
Sweet Sue’s sparkling play keyed the
Aussie attack and opened up their
countless scoring opportunities.

already pressing on defense. For exam-
ple, Candy Rocha could usually be
found deep in her own end helping out
on the clear — and the Aussies hotly
contested every one of them. To add to
the US woes, bad midfield connections
handed the Aussies five turnovers.

t 11:20 Sandy Bryan took a pass

from Williams and tied the game on
a soft, screened bouncer. It only
stimulated the Aussies into increased
action. 23 seconds later, Colleen
McVeigh ripped off a low bouncer
which deflected in off of Hoody. The
Aussies then got their offense in high
gear, moving the ball up front and then
cutting towards it for the shot. At 13:35
Mellis was awarded a free position
around 10 meters out, and Sue obliged
with a hip-high screamer past Hoody.
Now it was 3-1 Aussies.

At 17:05 Margie Anderson pulled her
Aussie defender an extra step away
from the crease and rolled back inside
her to score [see cover -Ed.]. Only 30
seconds later Rocha tied the game,
beating Wendy Piltz on the outside and
rolling in a backhander through the
goalie’s legs. Comeback time?

But Aussie offensive pressure con-
tinued. At 22:16 Mellis fed a cutting
Colleen McVeigh who'd slipped her
cover; 4-3 Aussies. A minute and a half
later, Mellis sailed around from behind,
took one step back from defender Dee
Cross, and fired a bullet into the top of
Hoody’s nct. 5-3 Aussics at the half.

In truth the US had not played badly
(except for some needless midfield tur-
novers); the Australians had played
outstanding lacrosse. Thinking she
might give the offense a shot in the arm,
the Coaches inserted Julie Duff for Fran
DenHartog to start the sccond half; they
also gambled, keeping the hobbling Jor-
dan in the game.

The second frame opened on a bright
note, as Jordan intercepted, fed to
Rocha who spun back up the ficld
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to beat Wendy Piltz once again and
scored on a backhander to the far side.
Now US only trailed by one.

Australia responded on a controver-
sial free position award to Mellis. The
Editors have replayed this section of the
tape at least 20 times, and if Mellis was
not guilty of a charge on this one then
the Statue of Liberty is indeed made of
green cheese. But poor Maggie Mclnnis
was called for what looked like cross-
checking, Mellis got a close-in free
position and fed Shirley Ploog breaking
down the middle. So instead of posses-
sion, the Americans now fell behind by
two at 3:25. They almost fell behind by
three when the speedy McVeigh out-
legged the injured Jordan to goal, only
to see the courageous Barbie recover
just in time to block her two-meter shot.

Three minutes later Rocha left Mary
Pickett in the dust on a beautiful face
dodge to score with a hard overhand
shot just under the bar. It was a
beautiful goal and brought the US to
within one again. But in retrospect it
also might have induced the attackers to
think they could enjoy continued suc-
cess dodging into the zone with the ball
instead of cutting in without it and look-
ing for the feed.

After the teams traded yellow cards,
Mellis attacked the corner. Executing a
thrilling scries of one-hand moves
against Dee Cross, Sweet Sue passed
off to a cutting Margaret Barlow, free
down the middle for an easy goal. A
clever moving pick which sent Sandy
Bryan sprawling to the ground insured
that Barlow’s shot would be uncontested
by the defense. 7-5 Australia.

At 13:27 Margic Anderson worked
for a free position (ouch again) and fed a
cutting Betsy Williams, who scored her
second goal of the game and cut the
Aussic lead to one. Several times the US
just missed tying the score. The Amer-
icans came closest when third man
Mclnnis sncaked down low only to miss

Sandy Campanero’s pinpoint pass. And
Campanero continued her unlucky
streak; she face dodged beautifully and
fed Rocha — who hit the pipe. Oops!

In the second half it didn’t take long
to figure out the Australian strategy:
work on the wounded. And US wound-
ed there were a-plenty. Hobbled by an
early spring injury and an enormous
knee brace, McInnis continued to play
courageously, but without much speed.
Defense wings Jordan and Elicker had
well-wrapped thighs, Bryan’s ribs were
still sore and Williams’ first-half band-
aids gave her otherwise handsome
countenance the look of having gone
several rounds with Larry Holmes!

When Mary Pickett fed Vivien Broad
for Australia’s eighth goal at 17:41, it
was obvious the Down Under crowd
were picking on the wounded; poor
MclInnis had been left in the dust by the
speedy Broad.

And Broad continued her work out
front. She fed Mellis, who repassed to
Margaret Barlow who’d gotten front-
side position on Betsy Williams for a
quick stick and the ninth Aussie marker
at 19:59. Another nail in the coffin.
Now, with time running out and the
Aussies content to sit on their three goal
lead, the US began to double the ball all
over the field. To no avail. At22:42
Barlow scored again, this time follow-
ing a Ploog rebound off a shot that the
anxious Hoody had come five yards out
of her net to block!

Asthe ‘“U-S-A, U-S-A”’ cheers lost
their vigor from the crowd, Campanero
backhanded a zinger high into the left
corner (off Jennifer Williams’ hand,
too). With 1:00 left, Anderson hit the
crossbar. Skunked again.

The game wound down to its 10-7
conclusion as the Aussies stalled out
behind the American net. Champagne
crupted at the horn, and lacrosse had a
new champion,

The final score of 10-7 was exactly
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the same as it had been at Nottingham in
1982 — only in reverse this time. Bit-
terly disappointed, the American girls
conceeded that their rivals had been
stronger and faster. Campanero remark-
ed that ‘‘we never did play up to our
potential, and the Aussies did what they
had to to win.”’

Noel Smith opined that ‘‘the US
played great, but we weren’t going to let
them off the hook; Sue Mellis was a
tyrant out there! We kept Campanero
and Anderson somewhat contained as
we’d planned. And we knew eventually
we couln’t stop Rocha altogether. The
US defense were great, but we took ad-
vantage of their hurts,”” he continued.
Then, rather surprisingly, Smith added,
““The rules have to be changed to cut
down on the roughness and eliminate
the zone.”’

Interestingly, the following day saw a
rules meeting, where delayed flags,
boundaries, free positions, physical
contact, etc. were discussed. But no
changes were voted. Like it or not, the
international game'’s just not about to
change — for whatever reasons.

Oh yes, there was a banquet follow-
ing the championship. Raucous singing
and general good-fellowship prevailed
to the strains of Waltzing Matilda and
other favorites. It was a great time.

So. Game, set and match to Australia.
Now for the next three years American
lacrossers will doubtless cngage in an
endless go-round of what-ifs and
maybes. Certainly some will, unfor-
tunately, attempt to lay blame on
coaches and/or players for a loss they
never figured would happen. Sadly
many of these second-guessers are like-
ly to overlook the fact that the Aussies
descrve a great deal of credit for their
victory. Playing within what the rules
permitted, on Junc 21, 1982 the Aussies
ran faster, shot harder and gobbled up
more ground balls. And the team that
succeeds in those areas usually wins.
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